The Voice of Anand Charity

Editors! Note:
, o We now look forward to making tremendous
Greetings from Anand Charity! progress in the third quarter - raising funds for

our three projects, co-ordinating their progress

Helen Keller once said "There is no better wayjith the relevant organizations in India and

to thank God for your sight than by giving 8rganizing and participating in fund-

helping hand to someone inthe dark. raising/publicity events (such as Rang Taraang)
_ in other citiesinthe US.

Through Anand Charity, we have been

fortunate to encounter people Wh_o are living, this and every forthcoming issue, we have
examples of those words - social workergacided to profile an NGO, service

sponsors, donors and so on. People Whgyganization or person involved in
dedicate their lives for the well being of otherg;hijanthropic work. Through this initiative, we
people from across the globe believing in OYope to spread awareness and motivate

work and contributing at times of need ang,rselves and others to get involved in such
volunteers who devote precious time a”@haritywork.

tremendous effort to keep the spirit of the

organization going strong. Above all, we have had the unflinching support

o of our donors and volunteers, who have been a
As aresult, we have had an exciting journey oy of strength in our endeavors. Without

the last three months. Our first fund raising, o help, we would not have been able to touch
eventin California has been a great success. §{g ives of many people. Thank you.

have raised more donations, had more

volunteers joining our team and added new - Mrinalini Vidhyadharan
projects that have given us tremendous &
opportunity to reach out to many deserving and Ramakrishnan Vaidyanathan

underprivileged people.



Project Nanubhai:

I Education should be sorevolutionized as to answer the wants!of the poorestvillager
- Mahatma Gandhi

No saying could be more apt for a country likenderprivileged students from Standards 4

India that houses more than 6 lakh villagethrough 12 to benefit from English and IT

Despite rapid strides in economic growth anenrichment programs such as the following.

increasing opportunities for Indian youth- one

cannot but stop to ask the question- do these 1. English programs - One hour of

opportunities and youthinclude everyone? English education per day (taught by two year
long Princeton-in-Asia fellows) aiming to

Nanubhai Educational Foundation has beamprove the overall proficiency and prepare

addressing this pertinent and important issuleese students for the Cambridge English

by focusing on poorly funded public schools iability exam.

Guijarat, which cannot impart the same level of

education that private schools can offer. 2. IT Programs - One hour of basic
computer education per day (taught by contract

The three-fold vision of this organization is tdeachers, and interns) aims to equip students

impart English, technology and capacitwithIT related skills.

building skills to students belonging to public

schools. This will equip them with skillsThis philanthropic venture is a fruition of our

necessary to fit rightfully into the increasinglgoal- 'Deep fulfilment for the giver and a

globalized world. bright future for the recipient'.

Anand Charity joins hands with Nanubhalotal Grant Request: US $5000 (Rs.
Educational Foundation to support this nobl&,00,000)
cause.

The grant from Anand Charity will enable - Karthik Raghupathy

Class in progress



Charity Watch:

Many organizations and people are working towards bringing about a change in the lives of deserving
Anand Charity has had the privilege to work with some of them, our volunteers have had enriching ex
interacting with a few others. One such organization is Shanti Ashram located in Coimbatore, Tamil Né
social work based on Gandhian principles.

WhatLage Rao Munnabtr&d to create through| met Dr. Kezevino Aram, Director of Shanti
cinema, Shanti Ashram lives through its work. Okshram and daughter of the founders. Having
arriving at the Ashram, | could feel the existence obmpleted her Masters in Community Medicine from
‘Gandhi' not just as framed pictures, but as a waythe Harvard School of Public Health, she returned to
being. Everyone has learnt about the Gandhiawia." Medically, | have learnt what HIV or STDs
ideology, but it exists mostly as history in todayisean, but only after working with local people did |
world. learn to communicate itin the right waghe says.

When Dr. Aram and Mrs. Minoti Aram founded'My father always referred to the Ashram as a
Shanti Ashram in Coimbatore in 1986, they thougbteative fountain' where projects are generated based
differently. Inspired by the teachings of Gandhi, then the needs of the under priveldgedys Dr.
couple initiated several programs for the upliftmekkzevino Aram. The Ashram also actively involves
of villages and its people. Today, the Ashram hasople's participation. This ensures that they
taken 40 villages under its wings and plays a majnderstand the value of each project and motivates
role inthe welfare of its residents. them towork harder.

Projects that make a difference: Catching them young:

As its name implies, Shanti (peace) Ashram (abade)so had the oppurtunity to visit a few nursery

strives to promote peace through inter-faitbchools. Apart from learning rhymes and alphabets,

activities. Students visit temples, mosquelsese children are taught the valuable quality of

gurudwaras and churches where they learn absaving for future'. They are given piggy banks where

different faiths and most importantly understangarents put some money (as little as a rupee) each day.

thatall religions convey the same message. This money is given to them after they complete high
schoolfor further education.

The Ashram has more than 30 projects focusing on

healthcare, education, environment, upliftment &y appreciation did not end with the work alone. All

women and youth empowerment. Every projecttise social worker, teacher and helper | met in and

creative and unique. For instance, 'Project Rapundthe Ashramhad asense of pride in their work.

Panchayat' deals with educating the Panchapagy had strong principles, even stronger dedication

leaders about people's rights while The 'Balad complete satisfactioninwhatthey were doing.

Panchayat' scheme comprises of children voicing

their opinions on issues such as sanitatiofis | drove back home, | knew | would come back to

cleanliness of their schools etc. relish the true essence of Shanthi Ashram - an abode
of exemplary vision, devoted service and most of all,

'Project Green Brigade', on the other hand, teache#/ing example that the father of our nation still lives

children to keep their surroundings clean and gream

by removing litter in public places and planting trees - Mrinalini Vidhyadharan

in their schools, residential areas and even their local

police station!

Shanti Ashram: Nursery school



Our 1° fund-raiser:

L to R: Mr. Z distributing prizes to the tennis champions; The picnic organized by Anand
Charity; Players in action

Anand Charity tied up with OneClickTennisompletely utilized for our projects.
to conduct our first fund-raising event, Th&ris fund raiser would not have been

Spring Masters Charity Tennis,,qgjhle without the help of Mr. Z from

Tournamer;]ﬂfhe event Wﬁs a great Slljcce neClickTennis. We would also like to thank
and we had more than 110 playerlge following establishments for helping us
participating from different towns in the Sa

. IEjrganize the prizes and the picnic - Taste
Francisco Bay Area. Buds, Hot Breads, Spice Hut and Svetka's
To celebrate the tournament, Anand Charitiennis Shop. We owe the success of the event
organized a picnic on Jurie 1 which saw ti@ our generous sponsors - Zoomin, The
distribution of prizes and a series offhughFirmand The State Bank of India.
entertaining contests for our guests. The
contest prizes were sponsored by stores W had as much fun organizing the event as
restaurants in the San Fransisco Bay Ar#zgse who participated in Anand Charity
California. will conduct many more such events in the

Despite this being our first event, we Werliéjture and we hope to receive your continued

able to raise a good amount of money fror"fﬁUpport'
the tennis tournament and the contests

during the picnic. The funds raised will be - Anil Kumar Goteti

We would like to thank all the donors for supporting Anand Charity. Your support has helped us
raise $8800 inth&'2 quarter of 2008! These funds will be directed towards our projects - Project
Umang, Project Krishna, and Project Nanubhai.

The funds raised this quarter were aresult of generous contributions of

Mr. Amit Agarwal Mr. Vikram Aggarwal Ms. Allison Berman

Mr. Niraj Desai Mr. Anil Kumar Goteti Mr. Karthik Jayaraman
Mr. Ajay Kodali Mr. Girish Singhal Ms. Neeraja Subrahmaniyan
Mr. Zbigniew Sufleta Ms. Saritha Valiyaparambil QUALCOMM Incorporated

and 23 anonymous donors.

If you would like to make a difference in the life of a deseerdisgn in India please visit
our donations pagelatps://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=20020




Umang is a Jaipur based non-profit organization involved in the rehabilitation of underprivileged, mentally disabled
children. Through Project Umang, Anand Charity is funding the infrastructure for a work cum vocational training
center. This center will help in imparting tailoring, weaving and cooking skills to about 350 children. Similar training
will also be provided to the staff of Umang in addition to establishing a market for the products made. The total cost
of this projectis USD 22,500.

Donations have been solicited for this project since February 2008. Umang has applied to the Government of India
for permission to accept foreign funds under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA). This routine
procedure is expected to come through by the end of 2008. However, to enable quick disbursement of funds, Anand
Charity is working closely with Umang to get an immediate one-time permission. Once this approval is granted, the
first stage of funding will be made to Umang to commence work on the training center.

We have a long journey to make before we reach our target goal. We look forward for your support and generous
contributions along the way! For further details pleagetpifitww.anandcharity.org/umang.htmi

- Ramakrishnan Vaidyanathan

Project Krishna:

One of the most critical yet over-looked issues is that, students in rural areas face is lack of proper sanitation facilities.
According to the Ministry of Human Resource Development, 45.9% of the one million rural schools do not have
toilets . Sri Krishna Middle School in Tapplampuliyur, Tiruvarur Districtin Tamil Nadu, is an example. The school has
about 440 students of which 200 are girls. Though the school was recently rebuilt, the old toilets have gone into disuse.
The teachers use the toilets of nearby houses. But students, especially girls above ten years, drop-out because of the
lack of proper toilets in the school.

Anand Charity has teamed up with Prof. Kamakoti of IIT Madras who works with ASHA, Chennai to ensure that the
toilets in this school are rebuilt. This project lines up with the twin goals of Anand Charity namely, improving the
education and healthcare. By maintaining proper sanitation and a clean environment, the spread of diseases would be
curbed and the drop out of students can be prevented. The progress of the project will be monitored by our
volunteers. Thetoilets are expected to be in use by students within 2 months of the disbursal of the grant.

Through this project, Anand Charity strives to improve the quality of education and healthcare in rural India. We look
forward to donations towards this project. For more infaiora please click on
http://www.anandcharity.org/krishna.html

Total Grant Request: US $5000 (Rs. 2,00,000)

- Sriraam Natarajan

www.anandcharity.org



